
welcome
Stay informed on club information, 
volunteer opportunities, events, local, 
regional and national curling news. 

June 1, 2026

Scots Wha Hae
   

 V
ol

um
e 

92
 N

um
be

r 1
6

Sc
ot

s 
W

ha
 H

ae
 

D
ET

R
O

IT
 C

U
R

LI
N

G
 C

LU
B

 N
EW

SL
ET

TE
R

U
P

CO
M

IN
G

 E
V

EN
TS

V
O

LU
N

TE
ER

 O
P

P
O

R
TU

N
IT

IE
S

C
LU

B
 N

EW
S

SI
N

N
ER

S 
&

 R
O

C
K

ET
TE

S 
&

 J
U

N
IO

R
S

B
O

N
SP

IE
LS

CO
N

TA
C

T

A
N

G
U

S 
M

ac
TA

V
IS

H
 IS

 IN
 T

H
E 

H
O

U
SE

G
LC

A
, O

C
A

, U
SW

C
A

 &
 U

SA
 C

U
R

LI
N

G
 N

EW
S



Sc
ot

s 
W

ha
 H

ae
 

D
ET

R
O

IT
 C

U
R

LI
N

G
 C

LU
B

 N
EW

SL
ET

TE
R

U
P

CO
M

IN
G

 E
V

EN
TS

V
O

LU
N

TE
ER

 O
P

P
O

R
TU

N
IT

IE
S

C
LU

B
 N

EW
S

SI
N

N
ER

S 
&

 R
O

C
K

ET
TE

S 
&

 J
U

N
IO

R
S 

B
O

N
SP

IE
LS

CO
N

TA
C

T

A
N

G
U

S 
M

ac
TA

V
IS

H
 IS

 IN
 T

H
E 

H
O

U
SE

G
LC

A
, O

C
A

, U
SW

C
A

 &
 U

SA
 C

U
R

LI
N

G
 N

EW
S

Annual Meeting June 17, 2026 at 6:30 pm
Save the date! june

Golf Outing September 12, 2026
Save the date! 
Sylvan Glen Golf Coursesept

Run for Pat June 21, 2026
To sign up for the race, please go to: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceG
roup-1?raceId=41312 . This should take you 
right to the sign up page for you to be 
added to our team.

Curlers for a Cure September 12, 2026
Sign up here:
https://secure.info-komen.org/site/TR?fr_id=1
1236&pg=entry

August 7, 2026
Register here:
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/ind
ex.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-fiel
d-patio-outing-august-7

aug UWM Field Patio 
Outing (Formerly 
Jimmy John’s)

July 11, 2026
Register here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48
AAAA23AAFCC07-64300160-dccdiscjuly DCC Disc Golf &

BBQ

https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-1?raceId=41312
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-1?raceId=41312
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-1?raceId=41312
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-1?raceId=41312
https://secure.info-komen.org/site/TR?fr_id=11236&pg=entry
https://secure.info-komen.org/site/TR?fr_id=11236&pg=entry
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-field-patio-outing-august-7
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-field-patio-outing-august-7
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-field-patio-outing-august-7
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-64300160-dccdisc
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-64300160-dccdisc
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Currently we are looking for people to help with these events and tasks:

Ballot Assistants - Assist Dennis Pellerin in distributing and counting ballots at the Annual 
Meeting on Wednesday, June 17. No previous experience necessary.

Sign Up HERE.

Volunteering at the curling club offers a fantastic opportunity to support the sport and connect 
with your community. Whether you're helping to prepare the ice, volunteering to instruct, assisting 
with club maintenance, being a drawmaster, or organizing a bonspiel, your efforts are vital to the 
club's operation. It's a great way to learn new skills, make friends with fellow enthusiasts, and enjoy 
the camaraderie that is central to curling culture, often leading to a deeper appreciation for the 
'roaring game'.

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer opportunities can be found now and throughout the year in the members section of the website at 
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/member-information/volunteer-opportunities (must be 
logged in on the website) or download the Signup Genius app to see all opportunities.

https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/member-information/volunteer-opportunities
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/member-information/volunteer-opportunities
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Important End-of-Season Dates –
As we head into the summer, please see below for upcoming events.

Upcoming Events: 
Annual Meeting –  June 17

Run for Pat – June 21

Disc Golf - July 11

UWM Baseball Outing – August 7

Curlers For a Cure – September 12

Golf Outing – September 12

Board of Directors/Representatives Election Timeline:

Annual Meeting - June 17
All members are invited to attend. We'll review the year, share updates, and announce election 
results.
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Board / Representative Nominees & Annual Meeting

The nominees for the Board of Directors 
are as follows (4 positions):
Abby Bond
Ben Duby
Mike Grudzinski  (incumbent)
Chris Marchel
Ashley Mayra
Andrew Youman

The nominees for the GLCA 
Representatives are as follows (2 positions):
Elizabeth Demers (incumbent)
DessieRai Gaul

The nominees for the OCA Representatives
are as follows (1 position):
Taha Jamil

A ballot will be emailed at least fourteen (14) days prior to the Annual Meeting which is scheduled 
for June 17 at 6:30 pm. Reach out to Dennis Pellerin at  secretary@detroitcurling.com with any 
questions. NOTE: There will be a limited number of canned beverages available for purchase prior to 
the meeting. 

mailto:secretary@detroitcurling.com
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Project AILSA – 2026 Summary
(Vote will happen at Annual Meeting - Please attend for full presentation)

What is Project AILSA (Activities to Improve and Level the Surface of the 
Arena)?  Started in 2024, Project AILSA is a multi-phase e ort to address critical 
issues with the curling arena floor. The project focuses on stabilizing the ice 
surface, improving drainage, and modernizing key infrastructure to deliver the 
conditions for world class curling ice. 

Why This Matters Recent investigations confirm the arena floor is 
experiencing progressive deterioration. Left unaddressed, this could eventually 
lead to severe structural failure. 

Contributing issues include:

• Poor drainage: Approximately 66% of the rink does not drain properly, 
causing water to pool and seep below the slab instead of flowing to the trench. 

• Expansion joint failure: Caulking failure due to heaving creates visible gaps 
between the slab and surrounding apron allowing for water infiltration. 

• Cracking in the concrete slab: Ongoing movement has led to structural 
cracks across the floor. 

• Drainage trench deterioration: Erosion and gaps are allowing water to seep 
under the slab rather than exit the system.

• Sub-slab water retention and ice lensing: Water trapped beneath the 
surface freezes and expands, causing the floor to heave and shift. Inspection 
confirmed ice and standing water within the upper insulation layer. 

Continued next page
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Project AILSA – 2026 Summary continued…
What We’ve Done So Far 

• Conducted ground penetrating radar (GPR) scans to identify subsurface anomalies.

• Opened sections of the floor to confirm water buildup and ice formation. 

• Completed soil borings to 25 feet to assess ground conditions. 

• Engaged rink engineering partners to validate root causes and design solutions. Findings indicate 
that water infiltration and inadequate drainage are key drivers of the current problems.

Proposed Solution

• Phase 1 – Floor Replacement (Target: October 2027) at an estimated cost of $1.1M.

• Phase 2 – Mechanical System Upgrade (Target: ASAP as fundraising allows) at an estimated cost of 
$800K. 

What’s Next:

 • A membership vote is planned for June 2026. 

• Project approval requires two-thirds support of A-level members

• If approved, Phase 1 will continue toward the 2027 construction target. Phase 2 will be covered by 
an ongoing capital campaign. Execution of this phase is variable based on fundraising performance 
and a secondary member vote. 

Bottom Line The arena floor is no longer performing as intended and is showing clear signs of 
failure. Project AILSA provides an engineered solution to stabilize the arena and ensure a consistent 
curling experience for years to come. We need 2/3 A-member approval to proceed any further. 
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Memorial Day Parade
The Detroit Curling Club was proud to take part in the Ferndale Memorial Day Parade!

It was a great opportunity to connect with the community, honor the holiday, and share the sport of 
curling with so many people along the parade route. Thank you to everyone who walked, 
volunteered, waved, and supported us throughout the day.

Most importantly, we remember and honor the men and women who gave their lives in service to 
our country.  

It would be great to have more people participate in this meaningful event.
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2nd Annual DCC Disc Golf and BBQ

Disc Golf: Palmer Park Disc Golf Course  - 1121 Merrill Plaisance St, Detroit, MI 48203

Time: Saturday, July 11, 2026, at 1:00 pm - Meetup time at 12:30 pm - round starts at 1:00 pm

Cost: $15 (BBQ and prizes). You may attend the BBQ if you are not golfing. Venmo or cash 
accepted. (Any left over money will be donated to the club.)

Format: Scramble - Don't have your own disc(s), we should have a few to lend.

Details: 1:00 pm disc golf scramble with a staggered hole start at Palmer Park Disc Golf Course.

4:00 pm BBQ at Maryanne's House:
1759 University St, Ferndale, MI 48220. 

Bring your beverage of choice & lawn chair. 
You are welcome to bring a side or dessert (not required).
Possible putting or challenge shots contest at the nearby park. 

Event Chairs: Maryanne Wessels, John Wentrack, John Walsh &
Dave Mashinter.

Contact maryanne.wessels@gmail.com if you have questions.

Sign Up here:
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07
-64300160-dccdisc#/

mailto:maryanne.wessels@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-64300160-dccdisc#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-64300160-dccdisc#/
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Baseball Outing
Join us on August 7th for a fun evening at the ballpark at the UWM Field
Patio (formerly Jimmy John’s Field)! The game starts at 7:05 PM, with gates
opening an hour early and complimentary parking available in Lot A. 

Watch the Eastside Diamond Hoppers take on the Birmingham Bloomfield
Beavers while enjoying patio table seating and an All-American BBQ picnic
featuring classic favorites and unlimited soft drinks. Beverages are available
through the 7th inning.

The night includes great group experiences like a photo on the field, scoreboard recognition, mascot 
meet-and-greets, and kids running the bases after the game. Tickets are $40, and friends and family 
are welcome. For questions, contact Abby at bondabby@yahoo.com. 

Sign up using this link: 
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-field-patio-outi
ng-august-7

Curlers for a Cure
Curlers For a Cure invite all DCC members to help prevent breast cancer by 
participating in the annual Komen Walk. 

Don’t miss your chance to take advantage of early bird registration prices! 
Enjoy Early Bird Registration - $25 for Adults/Virtual Adults and $15 for 
Youth/Virtual Youth - from now through Mother’s Day

Saturday September 12th at Milliken Park more info at this link below. 
When registering click on "join a team" and type in CURLERS FOR A CURE.

https://secure.info-komen.org/site/TR?fr_id=11236&pg=entry

mailto:bondabby@yahoo.com
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-field-patio-outing-august-7
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/event-listings/other/uwm-field-patio-outing-august-7
https://secure.info-komen.org/site/TR?fr_id=11236&pg=entry
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5th Annual
Cannon's Curlers for a Cure - We Run For Pat!
Please join us in the 5th Annual Cannon's Curlers for a Cure walk/run at the Detroit Zoo in honor of 
the late Pat Cannon. Pat joined the club in 2010 and quickly became part of the fabric of the club 
along with his wife, Ann Gabhart. Pat was a fine curler, but really lit up the arena with his smile, his 
laugh, and a quick-witted comment. His presence at the club is missed tremendously but his spirit 
is kept alive by those of us who knew him. Pat was an active Sinner, a proud Killer Flamingo, and 
participated in the USSMCA National Senior Men’s Curling Championships.

We invite all DCC members, their friends and family to join Team Cannon's Curlers for a Cure for 
the 2026 Run the Ribbon 1 mile or 5k walk/run on June 21, 2026 at the Detroit Zoo. Participants can 
choose between a 5k run or walk outside the zoo or a 1 mile walk inside the zoo. The event starts at 
8am.  For those who cannot attend the event in person, there is a "Doze for Dads" option so you 
can do the event virtually at your own leisure.

This event supports the Michigan Men's Health Foundation, a cause near and dear to Pat. The 
Foundation is dedicated to men’s health advocacy and the awareness, education, research, and 
treatment of prostate cancer and men’s health related issues. Their goal is to enhance men’s 
health engagement and encourage men to have healthy conversations with their families sooner 
to begin a generational legacy toward healthier lives. The money raised at the Run the Ribbon 
event helps support their annual Men's Health Event which provides free health screenings to 
local men. You can visit their website at: https://michiganmenshealthfoundation.org/.

The Foundation is very appreciative of the support of the DCC. Both the President and Executive 
Director of the Foundation have continuously expressed their sincere appreciation for all the work 
the DCC is doing to raise awareness for the Foundation. Last year our own Diana Jankowski and 
Gordy Loud were interviewed by Fox2 before the event and photos of DCC members crossing the 
finish line continue to be shared on the Foundation's social media sites.

Continued next page…

https://michiganmenshealthfoundation.org/
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Cannon's Curlers for a Cure Continued…
To sign up for the race, please go to: https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-1?raceId=41312 . 
This should take you right to the sign up page for you to be added to our team. 

For those wishing to make a donation in Pat's honor, please go to: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/41312/Donate/ScB7XfKjudunsXr8. Please only use this link to make 
donations and not the donation link when you register. Unfortunately, donations made while 
registering do not go directly to our fundraising page, they go to the general fundraising page. The 
only way to ensure we get credit for the donation is to you this link.

The team is well on our way to our 5th straight award for Most Funds Raised (Team). As we have done 
in the last few years, Brian Whitehead has asked for donations for his Make-A-Wish bike ride at the 
Champagne Spiel and every dollar raised that night was matched with a donation to Cannon's 
Curlers for a Cure. We raised $1,165 that night alone for each charity. :) To date (including this year's 
great start), Cannon's Curlers for a Cure has raised $9,552 for this amazing cause!!!! Last year we had 
43 members join us on Pat's Day at the Zoo! 

We are honored to continue supporting this cause in Pat's honor and know that he will be smiling 
down on his fellow curlers a little harder on this day. We would love to see you at this year's event If 
you have any questions, please contact Diana Jankowski at dj.dcc.curling@gmail.com or Stephanie 
Meerschaert at steph.meers@yahoo.com.

https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/RaceGroup-1?raceId=41312
https://runsignup.com/Race/41312/Donate/ScB7XfKjudunsXr8
mailto:dj.dcc.curling@gmail.com
mailto:steph.meers@yahoo.com


Thank you for your understanding as we navigated through the tariff situation with our vendors. I hope 
the situation will be resolved before next season. The Pro Shop is packed up for the season. For any 
items needed, including during the summer, please contact me at proshop@detroitcurling.com.

Online Apparel Store: 
Thank you to everyone who purchased from the online apparel stores this year. If there is any apparel 
or swag you would like to see in the future, please email proshop@detroitcurlng.com with your 
requested items. Be on the lookout for the stores to reopen this summer before the season starts.

Name Tags: 
The last order of name tags for the season has been placed. If you ordered a name tag, you will receive 
an email once they arrive with instructions as to how to pick it up. As a reminder, if you need a new 
name tag, email proshop@detroitcurling.com. Please include in your email: your name, the name as 
you wish it to appear on the tag and whether you would like a magnet back or a pin back. For all new 
members, your first name tag is free. All additional name tags or replacement name tags are $10 each. 
Once the name tags arrive, emails will be sent out with instructions as to how to pick them up.

Thank you! Good curling!
Diana Jankowski
DCC Pro Shop Manager

From Pro Shop
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mailto:proshop@detroitcurling.com
mailto:proshop@detroitcurlng.com
mailto:proshop@detroitcurling.com


The Sweeping Results
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If you are participating in a Bonspiel, make it to an event final, and want the Club to 
post your results on Facebook and Instagram send your photos along with the bonspiel 
name, location, athletes’ names, and the event results to Maryanne Wessels  
at maryanne.wessels@gmail.com or text to 586-202-0730. 

Remember to also send a write-up (with photos) about the event 
to news@detroitcurlingclub.com for the Scots Wha Hae.

Bonspieling Members

mailto:maryanne.wessels@gmail.com
mailto:news@detroitcurlingclub.com
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SCurrent positions: Volunteer Co-Chair, New Year’s Eve Bonspiel Co-Chair,

Wednesday Morning Doubles league nipper.

Previous roles at the club: Rentals Committee (Instructor Scheduling)

Favorite part of curling: It’s added an entirely new dimension to my life. Not
only is it a great way to stay active and social during the winter, but I’ve met so
many fun and diverse people from all over the world both at the DCC and at
Bonspiels. I have attended a bunch of pro curling events, including two Briers.

Most challenging part of your job: Trying to find ways for our members to connect and contribute 
to the Club in a way that is convenient and rewarding for them.

Hobbies: Wine and beer tasting, trying new restaurants, walking, golf (sometimes I even make 
contact with the ball!), reading, and travel.

Bonspiel Highlights: Winning the GLCA 5 and Under in 2024. It’s pretty cool to have my name on a 
banner in the club! I would encourage all new members to play in the 5 and under bonspiels. I also 
enjoyed playing with the DCC ladies when the Scots Tour visited in November 2022.

Favorite place to eat near the club: Pop’s for Italian

Most annoying trait: I’ve become kind of a bonspiel food snob (probably because we serve such 
great food at our bonspiels here at DCC). The ice matters, but so does the food! If the food is bad, I 
won’t go back. Please tell me if you go to a bonspiel that serves great food!

This Month’s Spotlight:
Kara Szpondowski, Volunteer Coordinator

Member Since: 2018



Sinners
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The DCC Royal Order of Sinners are hard at work to usher forth a new season of sin! The 
2026-2027 curling season marks the 75th anniversary of the Sinners organization! Stay 
tuned for updates!

Our Mission Statement: The Detroit Curling Club Royal Order of 
Sinners men’s club promotes fellowship and camaraderie on and 
off the ice while creating benefits and lasting experiences.

For questions or further information, email the Sinners at: 
sinners@detroitcurlingclub.com.

mailto:sinners@detroitcurlingclub.com


Rockettes Corner
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Junior News
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Juniors Planning for 2026-2027

Do you have a child interested in curling?
Are you curious about curling as a family activity?
Do you enjoy mentoring youth?
Do you want to help ensure a strong Juniors program is available for the next generation?

The DCC Juniors Program continues to grow, and its future depends on the support of our club 
members. If you are interested in joining a committed community of parents, coaches, and 
volunteers who support the Juniors program, please email Becky Gilbert at 
rhartgilbert@gmail.com. We will add you to our contact list for future information.

mailto:rhartgilbert@gmail.com


GLCA
Great Lakes Curling Association 
http://www.greatlakescurling.org/

GLCA Representatives –  
Elizabeth Demers, Chris Pethke
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26-27 GLCA championship sites: (all dates confirmed except for Mixed)

Bowling Green U18: December 4-6 2026
Mayfield 5U: December 11-13 2026
Lewiston Club Womens: December 17-20 2026 (Thursday through Sunday)
Circle City Club Mens: January 20-24 2027 (Wednesday through Sunday)
Columbus Mixed: TBA (but probably sometime in Feb 2027)
Cleveland Skating Arenas: May 15-16 2027

Note: there is a chance that those club championships will not require Wednesday/Thursdays based on 
number of teams, but we are putting them in there on the off chance they are needed.

27-28 GLCA championship sites:

U18: Mayfield Club Womens: Midland
Club Mens: Cincinnati Mixed (Fours): Bowling Green
5U: Traverse City Arena: Detroit

The GLCA is hosting working meetings that are open to all club members who are interested in attending. 
Please reach out to your GLCA rep if you'd like to join so we can get you the link.  These will be one-hour 
meetings at most and we will send meeting links in anticipation of them. 

June 14: Junior Curling
July 12: Competition
July 26: Membership Benefits

http://www.greatlakescurling.org/
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USWCA
The USWCA is dedicated to supporting Women and Youth 
Curling at the grassroots level. To get information about 
applying for a grant, go to the Gifts and Grants page at 
https://www.uswca.org/gifts-and-grants 

If you have any questions about the USWCA events or 
want to get involved, please contact DCC club 
representative Julie Benson at jmbkalis@gmail.com.

NEW - USWCA NEWSLETTER 
can be found here:
https://www.uswca.org/Data/Sites/2/media/about/brochur
e-repsheet/wrep-winter2026.pdf

USWCA Fall Meeting
We will be hosting the USWCA Fall Meeting
September 11-13, 2026. Meetings will be at the Hyatt in 
Royal Oak and the Detroit Curling Club.
 

https://www.uswca.org/gifts-and-grants
https://www.uswca.org/gifts-and-grants
mailto:jmbkalis@gmail.com
https://www.uswca.org/Data/Sites/2/media/about/brochure-repsheet/wrep-winter2026.pdf
https://www.uswca.org/Data/Sites/2/media/about/brochure-repsheet/wrep-winter2026.pdf
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OCA
If you’re looking for some good ol’ Canadian bonspiels, we 
encourage you to look at their revamped page and filter by event 
(men’s/women’s/open/mixed/doubles/stick/wheelchair) 
https://curlingontario.ca/club-services/bonspiels/. 

They also feature a new online apparel and gift shop where you 
can buy cool Curling Ontario swag: 
https://curlingontario.square.site/s/shop 

Just a friendly reminder that DCC members can compete in any 
OCA event that leads to a Provincial Banner. The OCA offers a 
number of different Provincial Banner categories of competition. 

Many of you may be planning some exciting travel adventures. 
We have great news! As a valued member of Curling Ontario, you 
now have access to exclusive benefits from Best Western.
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/wws/ontcurl.html?ssob=IN
FMON099G&cid=INFMON099G:co-op:site-curling

If you have any questions about any of these formats or anything 
else that the OCA offers, please feel to reach out to your 
representatives Jimmy Kirby and Nate Glitman. #YayCurling! 
#OCA4Life

Curling Ontario 
https://curlingontario.ca/

GLCA Representatives –  
Jimmy Kirby and Nate Glitman

https://curlingontario.ca/club-services/bonspiels/
https://curlingontario.square.site/s/shop
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/wws/ontcurl.html?ssob=INFMON099G&cid=INFMON099G:co-op:site-curling
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/wws/ontcurl.html?ssob=INFMON099G&cid=INFMON099G:co-op:site-curling
https://curlingontario.ca/


USCA Town Hall
[EDEN PRAIRIE, MN, May 26, 2026] — USA Curling CEO Dean Gemmell 
will host a Town Hall on June 15 at 7 p.m. CT. There will be reflections 
on the 2025–26 season, information related to recent announcements, 
and plans for the 2026-27 season. This is an open forum—members, 
fans, and supporters are encouraged to join the discussion to share 
feedback and ask questions.

Join: 
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/246549029789372?p=poPOeLY08p
ia2UxWza

Dial in by phone: +1 321-270-1596,,696280726#

Safe Sport
As a reminder, all DCC board members, representatives, drawmasters, 
rental instructors, adaptive clinic instructors, junior instructors and 
juniors committee members must complete their SafeSport training 
each year. Training is available at MyUSACurling.com. If you have any 
questions or issues accessing this training, contact Dennis Pellerin at 
secretary@detroitcurling.com. 

USA Curling
https://www.usacurling.org

The official website of USA Curling. Get caught up on USA Curling 
news, member information, or the current bonspiel calendar! 
Remember, the DCC pays your USAC dues as part of your 
membership. No need to login and pay this on your own.
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https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/246549029789372?p=poPOeLY08pia2UxWza
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/246549029789372?p=poPOeLY08pia2UxWza
http://myusacurling.com
mailto:secretary@detroitcurling.com
https://www.usacurling.org
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ANGUS MacTAVISH IS IN THE HOUSE

The Broom and The Bottle
In many older curling photographs from Europe, we see the use of a tee-marker. In Scotland they are called 
‘bottles’. In Switzerland they are called ‘dollies’. Painting the circles is a comparatively recent custom. For a 
large part of the history of curling the curler played to a house which was only scored in the ice. It was difficult 
to see from the hack how the stones lay in relation to the tee.

The original way of reducing this difficulty was to mark the tee with a moveable object, known as the 
‘tee-marker’. This was usually made of wood so that if a stone were to come into contact with it, it did nothing 
to affect the running of the stone. The marker had to be small in cross-section so that it took up as little room 
as possible and high so that it could be seen above any stones that were lying near it. What better shape for 
this device than a bottle? Hence in many places the ‘tee-marker’ was known as ‘the bottle’. We thank Bob 
Cowan for this information. You can read more at his curling blog.

As for curling push brooms or brushes…We have seen photographs from the 1800s in Scotland that clearly 
show curlers using brushes. “The Curler Companion” by W.H. Murray states: “It was during the 1922 tour that 
the Scots introduced the long-handled push-brush to North America”. During this tour of Canada and The USA 
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The Broom and The Bottle continued…

the Scots visited The Detroit Curling Club in February 1923. We have photographs and newspaper articles 
around The Club that show the brush in use by the Scots.

The picture below was taken at The Detroit Curling Club during the 1949 Scots Tour. Note the HOG line marker 
on the wall…same ones we have today.

From personal experience, it was during the mid-1980s that the brush became popular with USA and Canadian 
curlers.

Long live The Rink Rat.

Good curling Summer,
Angus MacT
 



Detroit Curling Club Contacts
DCC Board Members: 
President/Communications – Stephanie Meerschaert – president@detroitcurling.com
Vice President – Mike Grudzinski
Secretary – Dennis Pellerin – secretary@detroitcurling.com
Treasurer – Greg Jorgensen – treasurer@detroitcurling.com
Assistant Treasurer – Stephen Ng – assistanttreasurer@detroitcurling.com 
Calendar and Leagues – Dennis Pellerin
Membership/Community Education – Mike Grudzinski – membership@detroitcurling.com
House & Facilities – Paul Carmouche – house@detroitcurling.com 
Ice – John Gaul – icedirector@detroitcurling.com 
Rentals – Jake Lenz – rentals@detroitcurling.com
Bonspiels/Special Events/Volunteerism – Elizabeth Demers – volunteers@detroitcurling.com

DCC Rockettes Board Members:
President – Yolanda Lewczuk
Vice President/Membership – Anne Romano
Secretary – Michele Matte
Treasurer/Locker Rentals – Shelly Bahr
Food Sales/Asst. Treasurer – Sue Race
Board Liaison – Becky Gilbert

DCC Sinners Board Members:
President – Dallas Schneider
Treasurer – Paul Gaines
Secretary – Damien Buchkowski
Membership Chair – Duncan Whitmore
Member at Large – Jim Morris
Member at Large – Gordy Loud
Member at Large – David Urbiel
Member at Large – Chris Golec
Member at Large – Steven Rietz
Member at Large – Alex Sanchez
Board Liaison – Dennis Pellerin

Representatives:
USWCA Representative – Julie Benson
GLCA Representatives – Elizabeth Demers, Chris Pethke
OCA Representatives – Jimmy Kirby, Nate Glitman

Pro Shop Manager – Diana Jankowski 
proshop@detroitcurling.com

Volunteer Coordinator – Kara Szpondowski 
kszpondowski@gmail.com & Maggie Peplinski 
maggiekorn@gmail.com

DCC Newsletter Staff:
Scots Wha Hae: news@detroitcurlingclub.com
Editor – Maryanne Wessels 
Asst. Editor - Stephanie Meerschaert
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The Bonspiel Board
The Bonspiel Board: you asked for them so here they are! Here are postings for bonspiels around 
the GLCA and beyond. Grab your team or form a new one with people whom you haven’t curled 
with before and go travel to a bonspiel!  Don’t forget to consult the USA Curling Bonspiel calendar 
at: https://www.usacurling.org/bonspiel-calendar Keep Scrolling for more Fabulous Bonspiels!
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SUMMER BONSPIELS
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FALL 2026  BONSPIELS
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FALL BONSPIELS

Check out our website event page for details - 
https://broomstones.com/events/broomstones-oktoberfest-open-boo

https://broomstones.com/events/broomstones-oktoberfest-open-boo

