
welcome
Stay informed on club information, 
volunteer opportunities, events, local, 
regional and national curling news. 

September 4, 2025
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sept.
September 15 - October 8, 2025
Email will be coming to your inbox soon 
with registration details.

SAVE THE DATE
REGISTRATION
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Harvest Festival October 4, 2025  - Detroit Curling Club
Volunteer: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A
48AAAA23AAFCC07-57282315-2025

Sept. 7 2025 - Downtown Ferndale.  Volunteer:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AA
AA23AAFCC07-57449471-2025 

NINE On NINE

oct.

September 13, 2025  - William G. Milliken 
State Park
Registration link for "Curlers for a Cure" 
https://secure.infokomen.org/site/TRR/Rac
efortheCure/RaceforTheCure?pg=tfind&fr_
id=10922

Race for the Cure

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-57282315-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-57282315-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-57449471-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-57449471-2025
https://secure.infokomen.org/site/TRR/RacefortheCure/RaceforTheCure?pg=tfind&fr_id=10922
https://secure.infokomen.org/site/TRR/RacefortheCure/RaceforTheCure?pg=tfind&fr_id=10922
https://secure.infokomen.org/site/TRR/RacefortheCure/RaceforTheCure?pg=tfind&fr_id=10922


Volunteer!
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The Detroit Curling Club is excited to participate in Ferndale’s Nine on Nine Concert Series for select dates 
throughout the summer schedule, as well as the city’s Harvest Festival hosted at our club. We will be on-site 
promoting our love of curling and opportunities to engage with our club and would love for volunteers to 
join us. The dates and a sign-up link are below to register:

 Nine on Nine Concert Series at Shiffer Park (Ferndale) - 
https://downtownferndale.com/event/nine-on-nine-concert-series-3/2025-07-13/

● Date: September 7 - GlenBrooke & The Wild Weeds
● Time: 3:00 – 6:00 pm (Includes Set-Up + Tear Down)
● Click to Volunteer

 Ferndale Harvest Festival

● Date: Saturday, October 4 
● Time: 10:45 am – 3:15 pm
● Location: Detroit Curling Club
● Click here to Volunteer

Mixed International

Mike Grudzinski is looking for volunteers to help chair the Mixed this year. Please email Mike if you can help 
with this event at mikenutica@yahoo.com

Call for Volunteers 

https://downtownferndale.com/event/nine-on-nine-concert-series-3/2025-07-13/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-57449471-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A48AAAA23AAFCC07-57282315-2025
mailto:mikenutica@yahoo.com
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We’re looking for volunteers to join our team. 
Subcommittees include:

Finance Subcommittee 
• Identify and engage with lenders, local businesses, 

and other potential funding sources.
• Coordinate internal fundraising initiatives. 

Member Engagement Subcommittee 
• Serve as the voice of the membership by 

communicating project updates and gathering 
feedback.

• Coordinate a temporary facility for city summer 
camp use. 

If you’re interested or would like more information, please reach out to Quentin Way, Steven 
Smith, or John Gaul at DCCprojectAILSA@gmail.com.

The Rental committee is looking for one or two committee members to help with customer 
support for the upcoming season. If this sounds like you, reach out to Jake Lenz 
(Jake.lenz@icloud.com or 419.450.7171). Don’t worry, you won’t have to help with any actual 
on-site events, but we are primarily looking for someone willing to help with the following:

● Responding to inbound informational requests and booking questions
● Tracking and recording rental exceptions for the instructors
● Coordinating with the Rental committee team to fill in any other gaps or needs

Calling Future Rental Committee Members!

mailto:DCCprojectAILSA@gmail.com


We’re on a mission to spark the next generation of curlers—and you can help! Clubs with thriving juniors 
programs all have one thing in common: young people get hooked when they hear about curling from 
someone they already know and trust—a teacher, a librarian, a Scout leader, or even a family friend.

That’s where you come in. We’re putting together a network of local educators, youth leaders, and 
community champions who can help us spread the word about our Juniors Program. The more voices we 
have, the more kids we can get out on the ice!

If you are interested in being an advocate, please email Becky Gilbert at rhartgilbert@gmail.com. We will 
forward events and flyers to this group, hoping you can disseminate the information to your networks. 
Currently, we can share the dates for the Fall Juniors "Learn to Curl." The sign-up will go live through 
Ferndale Parks and Rec in the next few weeks.

Dates: 11/16, 11/23, 12/7 (No class 11/30)
Time: 1:00-2:00 PM
Cost: $30.00
Little Rocks (ages 6-10) or U19 (ages 11-18)

Here are a few ideas that could work for your organization to engage more youth:

● Teachers: Talk up curling with your class or collaborate with gym teachers. Would they be willing to 
host a short video and demonstration?

● Secondary Teachers: Consider sponsoring a “Curling Club” at your school that meets during Junior's 
practice time at DCC.

● Librarians: Host an Olympics Curling Watch Party where attendees can learn about the rules and 
sign up for a “Learn to Curl” session.

● Scout or Youth Group Leaders: Think about renting out the facility or signing your group up for a 
“Learn to Curl” session together.

● Community Members: Help us form a club at your organization that meets during Junior's practice 
time at DCC.

Thank you for helping us spread the word!

A Call for DCC Juniors Program Advocates
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Are you eager to get more involved with the Detroit Curling Club this season? Do you have skills 
in marketing, graphic design, or social media—or simply a passion for helping our club grow? 
We’re excited to announce the launch of our Marketing & Sponsorship Committee, and we’re 
looking for enthusiastic members to join us! As part of this committee, you’ll have the 
opportunity to:

● Support marketing for club events and programs
● Contribute creative ideas and graphic design
● Help develop and activate sponsorships
● Manage social media and email marketing
● Boost the club’s visibility and outreach

Our committee will meet regularly and work together throughout the year to promote 
membership, rentals, junior programs, bonspiels, and more. Whether you’re a seasoned 
marketer or just looking to get involved, we’d love to have you on the team! If you are 
interested, reach out to Jake Lenz (jake.lenz@icloud.com or 419.450.7171).

Join the Detroit Curling Club’s New Marketing & Sponsorship 
Committee!
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Volunteer Opportunities:
Additional volunteer opportunities can be found now and throughout the year in the members section of 
the website at 
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/member-information/volunteer-opportunities (must 
be logged in on the website) or download the Signup Genius app to see all opportunities.

mailto:jake.lenz@icloud.com
https://members.detroitcurlingclub.com/index.php/member-information/volunteer-opportunities


Club News

Jimmy John's Field Club Baseball Outing

Jimmy John's Field Club Baseball Outing  on Friday, August 8th! 

There was a nice turn out at the event. We were able to take a group photo on the field, had a 
greeting on scoreboard, meet & greet with the mascots and the kids ran the bases after the 
game. There were fireworks after the game, too!

We'd also like to give a special shout-out to our organizer: Abby Bond
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2025
Golf Outing
Sylvan Glen Golf Club
August 23, 2025

We had 48 people come out for the event and other than a tiny bit of rain, the weather was great 
and the participants had fun!

Winners:
Jesse Hackney
Stephanie Dober
Chris Ingram
David Dober 

Longest Drive:
Men - Chase Ansok
Women - Ashley Mayra

Congratulations to the 5 closest to the pin winners!

We'd also like to give a special shout-out to our organizer: Christopher Thomas
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Curlers for a Cure
Let's fight breast cancer together! 
2025 Komen Detroit Race for the Cure
Will you please join the team for the Race for the Cure? 
Register to join team, Curlers for a Cure, 
and you'll get a free t-shirt

September 13, 2025 - William G. Milliken State Park

Registration link for "Curlers for a Cure" 
https://secure.infokomen.org/site/TRR/RacefortheCure/RaceforTheCure?pg=tfind&fr_id=10922

For alternatives for those who do not want to contribute directly through the site, there are a few 
other options.  (Please note that going through the site is the only way to get a receipt for a tax 
deduction.)
1. Through Laura Call's Paypal: CALLL23@yahoo.com
2. Through Becky Gilbert's Venmo: @Rebecca-Gilbert-17 (last 4 digits 6747)
3. Mail a check to Becky at 616 Wellesely Ave. Royal Oak, MI 48067 (Make checks payable to 
Rebecca Gilbert, write "Race for Cure" in Memo line)

Please send your donations in by September 13.  The Rockettes will match donations up to $500!
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I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to all of the wonderful curlers that 
donated to help defray medical costs for my granddaughter. Leona is 
the sweetest child you could meet and she is maintaining a great 
attitude during this terrible ordeal. Doctors are all positive that she can 
beat it so we are too! All the DCC members are wonderful, but some of 
you have been elevated to a historic level!  Thanks again, Todd

https://secure.infokomen.org/site/TRR/RacefortheCure/RaceforTheCure?pg=tfind&fr_id=10922


The Sweeping Results

Team Levy won the 2nd Event at the Windy 
City Curling Club Food Truck spiel! 
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If you are participating in a Bonspiel, make it to an event final, and want the Club to post your 
results on Facebook and Instagram send your photos along with the bonspiel name, location, 
athletes’ names, and the event results to Maryanne Wessels at maryanne.wessels@gmail.com or 
text to 586-202-0730. Remember to also send a write-up (with photos) about the event 
to news@detroitcurlingclub.com for the Scots Wha Hae.

Bonspieling Members

B Event Finalist: Detroit Rock City (Detroit 
Curling Club)  at the Rock-It City bonspiel.

mailto:maryanne.wessels@gmail.com
mailto:news@detroitcurlingclub.com


SAVE THE DATE - The 140 End Game

Have you ever wondered how long it would take to curl 
140 ends in a row? Find out November 28-29, 2025 
The Detroit Curling Club presents 
The 140 End Game One game, 38 hours and a lot of fun! 

Sign-up as a team or as an individual!

$70 per person Includes:
8 end game of curling (max 3 games per person), 
Commemorative event t-shirt & 140th Anniversary Party on Saturday.

The teams will rotate every 8 ends and the score will be cumulative. 
Somebody will be on the ice from 7 am Friday until 8 pm Saturday! 
Dinner and party on Saturday night! 

DCC 140th Anniversary Party options if not playing:
Saturday 6 pm Dinner Only - $30.00 
Dinner & Commemorative t-shirt - $50.00

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE APPLIED TO THE FLOOR FUND!
Additional Donations Welcome

For questions or details contact: Maryanne Wessels at maryanne.wessels@gmail.com 
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mailto:maryanne.wessels@gmail.com


Pro-Shop Off-Season Needs
If you need something from the Pro Shop before next season, please email 
proshop@detroitcurling.com. I will do my best to get you the equipment you need. I will be 
placing orders for next season starting in September so if you wish to get some new 
equipment before we start in the fall, please let me know. 

New Broom Foam Requirements
Some of you may have seen news that there will be new broom foam requirements for the 
upcoming season. The Pro Shop will be working to make sure we have all of the right foam 
stocked in the shop for both recreational and competitive needs. 

Online Apparel Store  
We will be opening another round of the store just in time for next season. Be on the lookout 
for an email with details this summer. I’d love to hear your ideas—please don’t hesitate to 
share anything you’d like to see added in the future.

Pro Shop Update
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Curling Coach
5 Tips to Becoming a Better Curler - https://youtu.be/81uDjpyHH90?si=oDlY0DSEnsMsh5a6

Ferndale News and Events
Check out what’s happening in Ferndale here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MwlEqIh1OJCX8PPuB1wttLTkEhID06Cb/view?usp=sharing

mailto:proshop@detroitcurling.com
https://youtu.be/81uDjpyHH90?si=oDlY0DSEnsMsh5a6
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MwlEqIh1OJCX8PPuB1wttLTkEhID06Cb/view?usp=sharing
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Roles held while on the Board: Volunteer Committee Chair (Oct ‘19-May ‘22), Bonspiels & Special Events 
Chair (Oct ‘19-May ‘22)

Committees: Champagne Spiel Committee Chair (since April ‘22), Communication Committee Chair (since 
May ‘22)

Favorite part of curling: I love the bond we share. The camaraderie is real, the friendships run deep, and the 
club always feels like home. Best of all, those friendships extend far beyond our walls and into everyday life.

Most challenging part of your job: Striking the right balance—meeting members’ needs while steering the 
club toward a strong future. Staying tuned in to both helps things run smoothly!

Hobbies: What don’t I enjoy doing?! Some of my faves are yoga, walking, hiking, volleyball, card crafting, 
monthly workout challenges with fellow curling friends, and of course, wine tasting.

Bonspiel Highlights: Qualifying for the USA Curling 5-and-Under National Championship; winning silver at 
the USA Curling Women’s Club National Championship; conquering the Cape Cod Ladies Bonspiel with Ann 
Swisshelm, Becca Hamilton, and Jennifer Stannard; and winning the DCC Ladies Club Championship. 
Okay… one more—nothing beats dressing up as Mike Grudzinski at the Champagne Spiel!

Favorite place to eat near the club: Christine’s Cuisine. Bomb Burrito! The pierogis are a must!

Most annoying trait: I quality-check like it’s a competitive sport. I can’t turn it off! You call it OCD, I call it a 
quality check…

This Month’s Spotlight:
Stephanie Meerschaert, Board Member

Member Since: 2014

Current Board Position: President (May ‘22-Present)
 



Sinners have BALLS! Lots of 'em! You want 'em? We've got 'em!

The DCC Royal Order of Sinners has moved forward with a purchase 
of golf balls! Some of the balls pictured in the accompanying photos
have been donated to The Club and one will appear in the sack of 
goodies presented to participants in the DCC Golf Outing.

Lose your balls often?Hit your balls in the water a little too much?
Put a nasty slice on your balls? The Sinners have you covered!

Sinners Balls are available for purchase at the following prices:

One single, solitary ball: $5. This says you want to put your ball on 
display or you know exactly where your ball is headed when you 
whack it with a club.

One sleeve of three balls: $10. One or two balls just doesn't cut it for you. You want one more for backup.  
Good choice.

One dozen balls (four sleeves of three): $30. You, my friend, are an avid player. You may mismanage your 
balls. You may want to share your balls with friends. The world is your oyster when you've got a dozen balls.

Please contact any of your friendly Sinners Board Members to 
discuss purchasing their balls!

For questions or further information, 
email the Sinners at: sinners@detroitcurlingclub.com
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Do you know someone who has Breast Cancer? I bet you do...unfortunately we all 
do. It is time our ladies Rockettes and members of the DCC did something BIG 
about it! The 2025 Komen Detroit Race for the Cure is Saturday, Sept. 13th, 2025 at 
William G. Milliken State Park (downtown Detroit). Laura Call does an amazing 
job of getting the Rockettes registered, now, let's show her how it's done! The 
club does such a great job in June participating in the Run for the Ribbon, we 
can do the same for  this event. Look for information in this Scots issue on how 
you can donate, and better yet, join us to Race for the Cure! 
The Rockettes will match up to $500 donated!

Rockettes Swag:
Start of the season in style! We still have Rockettes short or long sleeve shirts $20 
and $25 respectively, and Rockettes winter hats, to keep us warm all season long.
Stay tuned for a throwback DCC t-shirt that will be ready by the start of the 
season. 

The Club is looking for a few Ladies to help Rachel Lewis run 
the 2026 Ladies International Bonspiel. Please reach out to any 
Rockettes Board member with questions or to volunteer. This
is a great opportunity to help out the club!

Rockettes Corner
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GLCA

OCA

Great Lakes Curling Association 
http://www.greatlakescurling.org/

GLCA Representatives – Elizabeth Demers, Chris Pethke

If you’re looking for some good ol’ Canadian bonspiels, we encourage you to look 
at their revamped page and filter by event 
(men’s/women’s/open/mixed/doubles/stick/wheelchair) 
https://curlingontario.ca/club-services/bonspiels/. They also features a new online 
apparel and gift shop where you can buy cool Curling Ontario swag 
https://curlingontario.square.site/s/shop Just a friendly reminder that DCC 
members can compete in any OCA event that leads to a Provincial Banner. The 
OCA offers a number of different Provincial Banner categories of competition. 

Unlock Exclusive Travel Benefits This Summer! Many of you may be planning 
some exciting travel adventures. We have great news! As a valued member of 
Curling Ontario, you now have access to exclusive benefits from Best Western.
https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/wws/ontcurl.html?ssob=INFMON099G&cid
=INFMON099G:co-op:site-curling

If you have any questions about any of these formats or anything else that the 
OCA offers, please feel to reach out to your representatives Jimmy Kirby and Nate 
Glitman. #YayCurling! #OCA4Life
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USWCA

USAC

Super Senior Bonspiel Entry Form
The entry form and flyer are now available for the next Super 
Senior Bonspiel to be held in Rice Lake, Wisconsin October 
28-30, 2025. United States Women's Curling Association 
(USWCA) - Super Senior Women's Bonspiel

The USWCA is dedicated to supporting Women and Youth 
Curling at the grassroots level. To get information about 
applying for a grant, go to the Gifts and Grants page at 
https://www.uswca.org/gifts-and-grants 

If you have any questions about the USWCA events or want to 
get involved, please contact DCC club representative Julie 
Benson at jmbkalis@gmail.com.

USWCA NEWSLETTER can be found here: 
https://www.uswca.org/Data/Sites/2/media/about/brochure-rep
sheet/wrep-winter2025.pdf 

USA Curling
https://www.usacurling.org

The official website of USA Curling. Get caught up on USA 
Curling news, member information, or the current bonspiel 
calendar! Remember, the DCC pays your USAC dues as part of 
your membership. No need to login and pay this on your own.
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ANGUS MacTAVISH IS IN THE HOUSE
The History of The Detroit Curling Club Part I - 1840 – 1899: The Early Years
By Angus MacTavish – Detroit Curling Club

As The Detroit Curling Club is preparing to celebrate our 140 th anniversary, I have written a new 3-part
history of The Club. Even if you have read all the published DCC History booklets, this series is laced
with some new and never published tidbits from our past. Enjoy. Whae’s better than us? Naeb’dy!
Angus.

Curlers in Detroit owe a debt of gratitude to two Scotsmen for their dedication to the sport of curling. The first, 
the catalyst for curling in Detroit, was Mr. William Barclay. He was born in 1808 in Beith, Ayrshire, near Glasgow. 
He came to Detroit in the 1830s and quickly became involved in the city’s fire department and politics. By 1840 
he had built one of the first iron foundries and machine shops in Michigan. Though the work at the foundry 
focused on steam engines and propeller repair, it also produced kettles, stove frames and other hollow iron 
ware.

This led to making iron curling stones. Not a solid piece of iron like the ones used in Quebec, but hollow. These 
“stones” were the same size, shape and weight as the curling stones that he and other Detroit Scotsmen had 
used or had seen in Scotland before they came to the United States.

By 1844, Barclay and his friends were curling on the Detroit River, and the Detroit Curling Club was formed.

Later that year, the Detroit curlers received an invitation and a challenge to a curling match from the curlers of 
Orchard and Pine Lakes: a band of jovial, independent farmers, residing in Oakland County, about 25 miles 
northwest of Detroit. The challenge was accepted and the match was scheduled for Thursday, February 13, 1845. 
This would be the first interclub curling competition in the State of Michigan.

Pine Lake was selected as the site of the match. There were 28 players, fourteen to each side, formed into two 
games. The Detroit teams were skipped by William Barclay and Robert Linn. Early in the games, the Lakes 
curlers found themselves at an advantage – their “stones” were wooden blocks and at least 15 pounds lighter 
than the Detroit “stones.” But the tide turned once the Detroiters adjusted to the ice conditions. The match 
lasted five hours, and the final score was 44 - 33, in favor of the Detroiters.
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The History of The Detroit Curling Club Part I  - Continued

The 1860s and 1870s witnessed a growth in the sport of curling partially due to the popularity of ice skating. 
Each winter more ice-skating rinks could be found in Detroit’s public and private parks. The curlers could find 
ample ice time on these rinks throughout the winter.

The Detroit & Milwaukee Curling Club was formed by the employees of the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad. They 
curled adjacent to the tracks at Milwaukee Junction – near East Grand Blvd. and St. Aubin – from 1850 to 1871. In 
1863, the Detroit Curling Club was using the ice at the Woodward Avenue Skating Park and the Union Skating 
Park. In 1867, the Detroit Granite CC was formed, and used the ice at Milwaukee Junction and at the Jefferson 
Avenue Skating Park. By 1868, the Detroit Thistle Club was formed and found ice to use at Whiting’s Park.

In February 1864, the curlers from the Hamilton 
(Ontario) CC travelled to Detroit to play the Detroit & 
Milwaukee CC at the Union Park Skating Rink. It is 
the first known visit to Detroit by a Canadian curling 
club. A week later the Detroit & Milwaukee curlers 
traveled to Hamilton for a weekend of games – the 
beginning of home-and-home curling exchanges.

The first covered ice rink for curling was erected in 
1868 at the Woodward Skating Park – Erskine Street
and Woodward. This building covered two rinks and 
had a waiting or warm-up room.

All these clubs and curlers in Detroit continued to 
use the hollow iron stones produced by the Barclay 
& Sons Foundry.  This changed in 1868 when the 
Detroit Thistle Club was able to obtain new granite
curling stones through a distributor in Waterloo, 
Ontario.  The other clubs quickly followed their lead, 
and the iron stones disappeared from the scene.  
(The only known survivor is at the Detroit Historical 
Museum).
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Curling in Detroit at Recreation Park 1870s
Detroit Free Press



The year 1870 was a benchmark for curling in Detroit.  The three clubs of Detroit hosted The Western National 
Curling Tournament.  The Milwaukee City Club, the Buffalo Queen City Club, the Buffalo Caledonia, the 
Orchard Lake Club, the Cleveland Club, the Hamilton (Ontario) Club and the three Detroit clubs competed for 
the title and the Gordon Medal.

The 1870s also saw a rush to build dedicated and enclosed curling rinks, removed from the public skating parks.  
Curlers had been sharing the ice with skaters since the 1850s. The Detroit Curling Club was studying the 
construction of a 50- by 100-foot building in the Cass Avenue driving park at Cass and Putman Street.  (A driving 
park was a place to exercise horses).

In 1884, the Granite Club purchased the building that once housed the Detroit Zoological Gardens and 
repurposed it to accommodate indoor skating and curling.   It was on Michigan Avenue in Corktown.

The Detroit curling clubs of this period had only 25-35 members each.  This was true in other cities: Buffalo, New 
York, Toronto and Montreal had multiple clubs, each with a small membership.  The curling clubs of Detroit, 
though, were beginning to flounder.  The St. Andrews Society formed a curling club with the hopes of 
combining all the Detroit clubs into one.  The effort failed, as each club tried to stay independent. 

In 1884, the Detroit Curling Club was having difficulties keeping active.  The members tried to re-energize the 
club and re-elected William Barclay president in an attempt to rebuild the struggling organization.  The effort 
failed.  Mr. Barclay died January 22, 1885, and with him so did the original Detroit Curling Club.

The last references of activity found for the Granite CC are in 1885 as well.  The Orchard Lake Club had ceased 
attending events in 1881.

Now it is time to discuss the second man who had a lasting impact on curling in Detroit:  Mr. Thomas 
Williamson.  He was born in Dundas, Ontario, on October 5, 1851.  His grandparents crossed the Atlantic in 1821 
from Biggar, Scotland.  In 1867, his parents moved the family to Detroit.  Mr. Williamson entered the printing 
business and by 1884 he had a management position in the job-printing business at the Detroit Free Press.

In December 1885, a group of about 15 men met at the Russell House Hotel to form a new curling club:  
they called it The Detroit Curling Club.  We find that only two of the members of the new club had been 
members of the old club (James C. Cobb and Thomas Fairbairn), yet the death and rebirth are barely a year 
apart. 
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The History of The Detroit Curling Club Part I  - Continued



The first home for the new club was a 40- by 200-foot area on the grounds
of the Detroit Athletic Association (formerly known as Recreation Park 
(also the site of the first professional baseball game in Detroit).  On 
Tuesday, December 21, 1886, the Detroit curlers were preparing for the first 
game of curling ever played under electric light.  A 150-foot tower with a ring 
of electric arc lights was located at Woodward Avenue and Canfield Street, 
at the corner of the park where the curling ice was located.

A “record breaking” curling season happened in 1886-87.  The Club 
members played their first game on December 13th, and the last game 
was played on April 4th.  The Club began the season with 12 members and 
closed with 38.  Plans were also laid for building an enclosed rink, 60 x 
300 feet which will also include club rooms.  As of this date, the location was 
not yet named.

In 1887, the members of the club committed to buy property at Forest 
Avenue and Fourth Street and build an enclosed ice rink.  In 1888, the club 
incorporated with 126 members – the name was changed to The Detroit 
Skating and Curling Club.  (In 1932 the name reverted to The Detroit Curling Club).  

The Club became a member of the Royal Caledonia Club in 
Scotland when in 1889 the application of The Detroit Curling 
Club for membership in the Ontario Branch of the Royal 
Club was accepted.  This is not to be confused with the 
Ontario Curling Association. The Detroit News in January 
1896 declared The Detroit Skating and Curling Club’s rink to 
be the largest covered ice rink in Michigan.  Yes, ice skating 
was a very big part of The Club’s activities in the early years 
on Forest Ave.   A Grand Masquerade Carnival was held in 
The Club.  People from all over town arrived via the Detroit 
Street Railway cars.

Detroit Streetcar 1890sSc
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The History of The Detroit Curling Club Part I  - Continued

The Detroit News 1898



Yet The Club added even more activities to utilize the ice: “Two hockey teams
 have been formed at the Detroit Curling Club and practice will begin
 tomorrow night.  The Canadian rules will be observed.  Toward the end 
of the week a game will have the support of The Club, and it is thought 
that it will become one of the most pleasant features of an evening 
at the rink.  Improvements to the clubhouse will be made so that the 
spectators can witness the play from above.”

“In the skating carnival at the rink last night Clayton Busch won the 
gentlemen’s prize and Miss Jessie Parkinson that for ladies.”  “Two of the 
club matches in curling were played yesterday afternoon, resulting in 
wins for Skips Baxter and Cooney.”  Reprinted from the Detroit Free Press 
December 27, 1896.  This was thirty years before the Red Wings were 
formed.  At least they curled a game or two before the ice skating & hockey!!!

The Detroit News

January 3, 1897, Detroit Free Press: “THE ICE IS PROMISED.  Curlers prepared for the Bonspiel this week.  Twenty 
clubs have entered the contests.  Splendid Trophies for the Winners.  Just now there is great activity among the 
members of The Detroit Curling Club, and especially those who are on the ice committee.  The International 
Bonspiel is to begin here on Wednesday, and it is the duty of the committee to provide ice.  Committeemen 
were racing up to the weather office yesterday and members of the club were burning up the phone wires in 
quest of anything but rain.  When word came that there is a cold wave pointed at us, which would avenge the 
premature advent of spring there was happiness.  Everything else has been provided and if the cold snap strikes 
here and throws out the anchor there will be plenty of fun for the curlers this week.”
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The History of The Detroit Curling Club Part I  - Continued

The Detroit Curling Club in 1896



The Detroit Curling Club 1897
Detroit Free Press Bonspiel
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The History of The Detroit Curling Club Part I  - Continued

DCC Bonspiel Trophies in 1897



Detroit Curling Club Contacts
DCC Board Members: 
President/Communications – Stephanie Meerschaert – president@detroitcurling.com
Vice President – Mike Grudzinski
Secretary – Dennis Pellerin – secretary@detroitcurling.com
Treasurer – Greg Jorgensen – treasurer@detroitcurling.com
Assistant Treasurer – Stephen Ng – assistanttreasurer@detroitcurling.com 
Calendar and Leagues – Dennis Pellerin
Membership/Community Education – Mike Grudzinski – membership@detroitcurling.com
House & Facilities – Paul Carmouche – house@detroitcurling.com 
Ice – John Gaul – icedirector@detroitcurling.com 
Rentals – Jake Lenz – rentals@detroitcurling.com
Bonspiels/Special Events/Volunteerism – Elizabeth Demers – volunteers@detroitcurling.com

DCC Rockettes Board Members:
President – Pam Buchkowski
Vice President/Membership – Anne Romano
Secretary – Maggie Peplinski
Treasurer/Locker Rentals – Shelly Bahr
Food Sales/Asst. Treasurer – Shelby Curi
Board Liaison – Becky Gilbert

DCC Sinners Board Members:
President – Dallas Schneider
Treasurer – Paul Gaines
Secretary – Damien Buchkowski
Membership Chair – Duncan Whitmore
Member at Large – Jim Morris
Member at Large – Gordy Loud
Member at Large – David Urbiel
Member at Large – Chris Golec
Member at Large – Steven Rietz
Board Liaison – Dennis Pellerin

Representatives:
USWCA Representative – Julie Benson
GLCA Representatives – Elizabeth Demers, Chris Pethke
OCA Representatives – Jimmy Kirby, Nate Glitman

Pro Shop Manager – Diana Jankowski

Volunteer Coordinator – Paul Mokotoff

DCC Newsletter Staff:
Scots Wha Hae: news@detroitcurlingclub.com
Editor – Maryanne Wessels 
Asst. Editor – Nate Glitman & Stephanie Meerschaert
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mailto:president@detroitcurling.com
mailto:secretary@detroitcurling.com
mailto:treasurer@detroitcurling.com
mailto:assistanttreasurer@detroitcurling.com
mailto:membership@detroitcurling.com
mailto:house@detroitcurling.com
mailto:icedirector@detroitcurling.com
mailto:rentals@detroitcurling.com
mailto:volunteers@detroitcurling.com
mailto:news@detroitcurlingclub.com


The Bonspiel Board
The Bonspiel Board You asked for them so here they are! Here are postings for bonspiels around 
the GLCA and beyond. Grab your team or form a new one with people whom you haven’t curled 
with before and go travel to a bonspiel!  Don’t forget to consult the USA Curling Bonspiel calendar 
at: https://www.usacurling.org/bonspiel-calendar Keep Scrolling for more Fabulous Bonspiels!
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Bonspiels at The Country Club in Boston
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https://www.usacurling.org/bonspiel-calendar
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https://bgcurlingclub.com/i
ndex.php/events/bonspiel-r
egistration/309-2025-devil-s
-brew-bonspiel 
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SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER BONSPIELS

https://curlvegas.com/index.php/lesson
s-events/event-registrations/bonspiel/5
7-fabulous-curlvegas-spiel

https://fortwaynecurling.com/index.
php/calendar/events/bonspiels/137-
2025-end-of-summerspiel

https://ricelakecurling.org/index
.php/events/event-registrations/
bonspiel/23-tune-up-spiel

https://bgcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/bonspiel-registration/309-2025-devil-s-brew-bonspiel
https://bgcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/bonspiel-registration/309-2025-devil-s-brew-bonspiel
https://bgcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/bonspiel-registration/309-2025-devil-s-brew-bonspiel
https://bgcurlingclub.com/index.php/events/bonspiel-registration/309-2025-devil-s-brew-bonspiel
https://curlvegas.com/index.php/lessons-events/event-registrations/bonspiel/57-fabulous-curlvegas-spiel
https://curlvegas.com/index.php/lessons-events/event-registrations/bonspiel/57-fabulous-curlvegas-spiel
https://curlvegas.com/index.php/lessons-events/event-registrations/bonspiel/57-fabulous-curlvegas-spiel
https://fortwaynecurling.com/index.php/calendar/events/bonspiels/137-2025-end-of-summerspiel
https://fortwaynecurling.com/index.php/calendar/events/bonspiels/137-2025-end-of-summerspiel
https://fortwaynecurling.com/index.php/calendar/events/bonspiels/137-2025-end-of-summerspiel
https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/events/event-registrations/bonspiel/23-tune-up-spiel
https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/events/event-registrations/bonspiel/23-tune-up-spiel
https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/events/event-registrations/bonspiel/23-tune-up-spiel
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https://bit.ly/3Tezyni 
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https://pittsburghcurlingclub.com/green-
ice-spiel-2025/

OCTOBER BONSPIELS

https://kmcurlingclub.com/event/brooms-and-b
ags-bonspiel/

https://bit.ly/3Tezyni
https://pittsburghcurlingclub.com/green-ice-spiel-2025/
https://pittsburghcurlingclub.com/green-ice-spiel-2025/
https://kmcurlingclub.com/event/brooms-and-bags-bonspiel/
https://kmcurlingclub.com/event/brooms-and-bags-bonspiel/
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https://curldc.org/eventPage.php/glitter-bombspiel

D
ET

R
O

IT
 C

U
R

LI
N

G
 C

LU
B

 N
EW

SL
ET

TE
R

U
P

CO
M

IN
G

 E
V

EN
TS

V
O

LU
N

TE
ER

 O
P

P
O

R
TU

N
IT

IE
S

C
LU

B
 N

EW
S

SI
N

N
ER

S 
&

 R
O

C
K

ET
TE

S

B
O

N
SP

IE
LS

CO
N

TA
C

T

A
N

G
U

S 
M

ac
TA

V
IS

H
 IS

 IN
 T

H
E 

H
O

U
SE

G
LC

A
, O

C
A

, U
SW

C
A

 &
 U

SA
 C

U
R

LI
N

G
 N

EW
S

OCTOBER BONSPIELS

https://curldc.org/eventPage.php/glitter-bombspiel
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https://philadelphiacurlingclub.or
g/eventPage.php/2025-harvest-b
onspiel

OCTOBER / NOVEMBER BONSPIELS

https://philadelphiacurlingclub.org/eventPage.php/2025-harvest-bonspiel
https://philadelphiacurlingclub.org/eventPage.php/2025-harvest-bonspiel
https://philadelphiacurlingclub.org/eventPage.php/2025-harvest-bonspiel
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https://www.portagecurling.com/bourbon-spiel
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https://frogtowncurling.o
rg/index.php/club-events
/bonspiel-list

NOVEMBER / DECEMBER BONSPIELS

https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/
events/event-registrations/bonspiel/
25-curl-for-a-cure-2025

https://www.portagecurling.com/bourbon-spiel
https://frogtowncurling.org/index.php/club-events/bonspiel-list
https://frogtowncurling.org/index.php/club-events/bonspiel-list
https://frogtowncurling.org/index.php/club-events/bonspiel-list
https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/events/event-registrations/bonspiel/25-curl-for-a-cure-2025
https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/events/event-registrations/bonspiel/25-curl-for-a-cure-2025
https://ricelakecurling.org/index.php/events/event-registrations/bonspiel/25-curl-for-a-cure-2025
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JANUARY BONSPIELS


